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JRC overview

• Established in 1957 (Treaties of Rome)

• Is a department (Directorate-General, DG) of the EC 
providing independent scientific and technological 
support for EU policy-making

• EC consists of 33 DGs which have specialized field of 
actions according to a specific policy and 11 services

• It works closely on the development of EU legislation 
with the relevant Commission services, such as the 
Agricultural, Enterprise and Industry, Environment and 
Health, Connect and Consumers DGs

• Staff of around 2900

• Annual budget of around €330 million
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JRC overview
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JRC Ispra

• Area of 167 hectares 

• Staff of around 1850

• Originally belonged to the 
Comitato Nazionale per 
l'Energie Nucleare (CNEN)

• In 1961 officially 
transferred to the 
Community (Euratom) 

• The nuclear reactor at JRC 
Ispra was shut down in 
1983
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http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/jrc/index.cfm?id=3080
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Institute for Environment and 
Sustainability (IES)

• Mission is to provide scientific and technical support to EU 
policies for the protection of the European and global 
environment

• IES carries out research to understand the complex 
interactions between human activity and the physical 
environment, and how to manage strategic resources (water, 
land, forests, food, minerals, etc.) in a more sustainable 
manner

• IES provides the scientific basis for the conception, 
development, implementation and evaluation of EU policies 
that promote the greening of Europe and the global 
sustainable management of natural resources
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IES Organisational Chart
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Digital Earth & Reference Data Unit

• The ambition is to develop a digital replica 
of our planet providing globally shared 
access to the best available quality data, 
models, and scenarios necessary to 
support EU policy, public participation, 
and scientific research about sustainable 
future

• Overall technical coordination of the 
INSPIRE Directive

• INSPIRE Maintenance and Implementation

• INSPIRE Evolution
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• Original role

• Preparation of the INSPIRE Directive,  IR for Metadata, 

Data specifications, Network services and 

Interoperability

• Development and upgrading of the INSPIRE GeoPortal 

• Technical coordination with other EU and international 

initiatives

• Work with international standardisation bodies (e.g. 

ISO/TC211, CEN/TC 287 and OGC)

• In the meantime the role of Unit has evolved …

• Implementation and Development

• Management and coordination of communication with 

SDIC and LMO

• CB assessments

Digital Earth & Reference Data Unit
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More information

• INSPIRE

• http://inspire.jrc.ec.europa.eu/

• JRC

• http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/jrc/

• IES

• http://ies.jrc.ec.europa.eu/

• DE & RD

• http://ies.jrc.ec.europa.eu/the-institute/units/digital-earth-

and-reference-data.html


